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Pensions, Fees, Guns Among Top Priorities As Year 
Winds Down 
Legislative leadership hopes to cross the finish line or at least make significant progress 
on a number of major and controversial initiatives during the final three weeks of 
session scheduled for 2017. 

Top priorities for majority Republicans include municipal pension changes, gun 
legislation and completing work on ending an unpopular driver responsibility program. 
Democratic priorities include education, continuing to address the Flint water crisis, 
addressing prescription drug prices and addressing wage theft, among others. 

Changes to the state's municipal retirement health care system is considered a top 
priority, although a framework being crafted by House Republicans may not be ready for 
movement before the end of the year. 

An initial framework of municipal pension legislation would set up a five-step process 
outlining requirements for retiree health care and its funding, including a process to 
correct problems with underfunded plans. Defined benefit plans would be prohibited 
after July 1, 2018, under the proposal. 

Governor Rick Snyder met with the Republican caucus earlier this fall to stress the 
importance of municipal pension reform. 

Police officers and firefighters could once again prompt a showdown with the 
Legislature; last year municipal pension legislation was quickly killed after a public 
safety worker outcry. 

A report issued in July by the Responsible Retirement Reform for Local Government 
Task Force said the state's more than 2,800 government entities, including school 
districts, cities, townships and counties, had pension and other post-employment benefit 
obligations underfunded by an estimated $17.4 billion. 

Gideon D'Assandro, spokesperson for House Speaker Tom Leonard (R-DeWitt), said 
discussions with stakeholders on the legislation are ongoing. He said there still is no set 
timeline on when it will be introduced in the House. 

"I think they've made a lot of progress," Mr. D'Assandro said. 
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Senate Majority Leader Arlan Meekhof (R-West Olive) has previously said a majority 
of local governments are doing a good job with OPEB and those with secure finances 
should not be punished in legislation targeting reform measures for those that have 
pensions that are underwater. 

"Addressing the costs associated with retiree benefits for municipal employees is still a 
discussion," Amber McCann, spokesperson for Mr. Meekhof, said. "The majority leader 
has not made a decision yet as to whether or not there will be a bill introduction in the 
Senate." 

Senate Minority Leader Jim Ananich (D-Flint) said what comes from discussions on 
municipal pensions will determine whether Democrats can get behind any changes. 

Mr. Ananich said if the proposal mirrors the Responsible Retirement Reform for Local 
Government Task Force report, "we might be willing to have a conversation." 

If the proposal undermines pensions and punishes local employees, Mr. Ananich said, 
the caucus will have none of it. 

House Minority Leader Sam Singh (D-East Lansing) called the pension issue a 
distraction and an attack on firefighters and police officers by Republicans, saying there 
are more important priorities to focus on. 

"Instead of taking away health care from those that have served our families and our 
communities, House Democrats are focused on putting more dollars in Michigan 
pockets by reducing prescription drug prices, protecting people from wage theft, and 
growing the economy by investing in Michigan owned businesses instead of sending tax 
dollars to out-of-state corporations or giving tax breaks to political donors," Mr. Singh 
said in a statement. 

The fate of legislation that would allow those with concealed pistol licenses to carry in 
gun-free zones with additional training, including schools, bars, daycares and houses of 
religious worship, is also still uncertain. 

Rep. Jim Runestad (R-White Lake) earlier this month said the House Judiciary 
Committee he chairs would hold hearings on SB 584, SB 585 and SB 586, but he has 
not said if the bills will be reported. 
The bills would double to 16 hours the training required of those wishing to obtain an 
enhanced concealed pistol license for carrying in gun-free zones. 

Ms. McCann said there's been no discussion yet between Mr. Meekhof and the 
governor on the concealed carry legislation. The governor has vetoed similar legislation 
in the past. 
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Mr. Meekhof moved the legislation through the Senate following a mass shooting in a 
Texas church. 

Mr. Ananich and Democrats have called the legislation unnecessary and not a 
responsibility that educators want to bear. He said he hopes the legislation will not make 
it past a hearing in the House, and if so, that the governor will veto it. 

A compromise on eliminating driver responsibility fees is also still in the works, Mr. 
D'Assandro said, but a timeline to complete work on a product still is not set. 

"The question is whether we should completely forgive (them)," Mr. D'Assandro said of 
the fees. 

The Senate driver responsibility fee legislation would forgive about half of the roughly 
$633.7 million in outstanding fees, those older than six years, while collecting the rest 
as the program phases out. House leadership, however, wants to eliminate the fees 
entirely. 

Lawmakers are in agreement that the program, created in 2003, was an unfair way to 
plug a budget shortfall and never should have been approved. 

Mr. Snyder has signaled opposition to eliminating the program due to the projected $35 
million hit to the state budget. 

"We've been talking to the executive branch about the budget impact," Mr. D'Assandro 
said, adding he is confident some sort of compromise between the chambers can be 
reached. 
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