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Sec. 35.  Survivor Beneficiary. 
 
(1) A member or a vested former member may name a survivor beneficiary for the 

exclusive purpose of being paid a retirement allowance under this section.  The 
naming of a survivor beneficiary shall be in writing and filed with the Retirement 
System.  A survivor beneficiary may be revoked or changed at any time: 

 
(a) By a member, before termination of membership; and  

 
(b) By a vested former member prior to the commencement date of the 

retirement allowance. 
 
(2) A retirement allowance shall be paid to the survivor beneficiary for life, if each of 

the following conditions is met: 
 

(a) The member dies while still a member employed by a participating 
municipality or participating court or the vested former member dies prior 
to the commencement date of the retirement allowance. 

 
(b) The member at time of death has the minimum years of credited service 

required to be a vested former member in the event of termination of 
membership. 

 
(c) A spouse, if married to the member or vested former member at the time 

of the election, has agreed in writing to the naming of the survivor 
beneficiary if that beneficiary is a person other than the spouse. 

 
(3) Payment of a retirement allowance to the survivor beneficiary of a deceased 

vested former member shall not commence prior to the date the vested former 
member would have first satisfied age and service requirements for retirement 
under section 20 (without regard to section 20(3)) or section 68.  The amount of 
retirement allowance payable to a survivor beneficiary shall be computed under 
the following presumptions: 

 
(a) The deceased member shall be presumed to have retired under section 

20 (without regard to section 20(3)) or section 68, on the day preceding 
the member's death.  The deceased vested former member shall be 
presumed to have retired under section 20 or section 68 on the date the 
vested former member would have first satisfied age and service 
requirements for retirement under section 20 (without regard to section 
20(3)) or section 68. 

 
(b) The deceased member or deceased vested former member shall be 

presumed to have elected form of payment II under section 27(2)(b) 
(100% full benefit) and named the survivor beneficiary as survivor 
beneficiary. 
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(c) If the survivor beneficiary is the spouse of the deceased member or 

deceased vested former member, the amount of retirement allowance 
payable to the survivor beneficiary shall not be less than the amount that 
would have been payable under section 33 if there had been no named 
survivor beneficiary. 

 
(4) The presumptions of retiring, election of form of payment, and naming of survivor 

beneficiary shall be effective notwithstanding the failure to satisfy the specific 
requirements of sections 20, 27, and 68 with regard to such activities. 


